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ISSUE: In New York City there has been no largescale studies of gay and bisexual men’s sexual
risk-taking and HIV testing behaviors. In addition, there has been nbaerge-scale study to evaluate
the degree to which prevention has been reaching this target population.

SETTING: Gay Men's Hedlth Crisis (GMHC) conducted a sexual health survey in New York
City. Recruitment took place across the five boroughs at Gay Ride parades and festivals and at
venues wherever Latino, White, and Black, and bisexual men congregated.

PROJECT: Through GMHC's Beyond 2000 (b.2K) program, we are conducting a three year
Sexual Health Survey on New York City gay men. Beyond 2000 is theCDC 704 funded HIV
prevention volunteer initiative that has enlisted over 2,000 diverse gay men regardless of
serostatus to help in keeping uninfected gay and bisexual men uninfected. The survey will: 1.
Describe the extent and nature of highrisk sexual behavior in gay and bisexual men in New
York; 2. Act as an indicator of the effectiveness of HIV prevention work undertaken with gay and
bisexual men in New York by monitoring the population incidence of high risk sexual behavior
over time; 3. Inform the &rgeting of HIV prevention services to gay men by comparing different
populations' testing patterns, behaviors, drug use and HIV prevention service contact; 4. Support
GMHC's HIV Prevention outreach efforts through acting as an intervention tool.

RESULTS: In 1998, more than 7,000 gay men completed the questionnaires. The sample
includes 19% Black men, 18% Latino men, 3% Asian/Pacific Idander men, 2% men of mixed
race and 56% white men from all over NYC. Data included: testing, sexual risk behaviors, STDs
alcohol and drug use and contact with Prevention services.

LESSONS LEARNED: A volunteer force was able to realize the first large scale gay and
bisexual sexual health survey in NYC among White, Black, Latino, and Asian men. The survey
also served as an immediate outreach intervention because asking questions made the survey
participants think about risk behaviors, testing, etc. Our findings include: 1. The majority of men
are using condoms with anal intercourse. 2. That risk taking and unprotected anahiercourse are
not monalithic: rather, men are taking risks, but making strategic decisions about what those risks
are and how to limit them. Most people who are having unprotected sex are doing it with
someone who they believe to be the same serostatus asthemselves, and 2/3 of those who aren't
are doing it with only single partner in the course of a year. 3. HIV prevention work needs to
include interventions to help gay men think through harm reduction for themselves in terms of
values they attach to ther sexual practices and relationships, the attendant risks and then realistic
risk reduction strategies.
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